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TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

COMMUNITY & RESOURCES MEETING 
 

Caddsdown Business Support Centre, Clovelly Road, Bideford - Bideford 
 

Monday, 18 October 2021 - 10.00 am 

 
 

PRESENT Councillor R Hicks (Chair) 
 Councillors D Brenton, C Bright, D Bushby, P Christie, C Hodson, 

D Hurley, K James, N Laws, R Lock and J Hutchings (substitute 

for D McGeough) 
 

 
ALSO PRESENT S Hearse - Chief Executive 
 S Dorey - Head of Legal & Governance (Monitoring 

Officer) 
 D Heyes - Finance Manager (Section 151 Officer) 

 A Redwood - Major Projects & Estates Manager 
 S Cawsey - Democratic Services Officer 
 K Brown - Democratic Services Officer 

 T Vanstone - Senior Electoral & Democratic Services 
Officer 

 
 Councillor C Leather 

 

 
171.    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 

Apologies for absence were received from Sean Kearney, Head of Communities & 
Place and Councillor D McGeough. 

 
172.    MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON 6 SEPTEMBER 2021  
 

It was proposed by Councillor James, seconded by Councillor Lock and - 

 
Resolved:   That the Minutes of the meeting held on 6 September 2021 be signed 

as a correct record. 
 
(Vote:  For 9, Abstentions 1)  

 
173.    ACTION LIST  

 

The action list was reviewed and updated. 
 

174.    PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

There were no public contributions. 
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175.    FORWARD PLAN  

 

The Forward Plan was noted.   

 
176.    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 

Declarations of interest were made when the specific agenda items to which they 
related were under discussion. 

 
177.    AGREEMENT OF AGENDA BETWEEN PARTS I AND II  

 

It was proposed by Councillor Lock, seconded by Councillor James and – 
 

Resolved: 
 
That the Agenda as circulated be agreed. 

 
(Vote:  For – Unanimous) 

 
 

178.    URGENT MATTERS OF INFORMATION TO BE BROUGHT FORWARD WITH 

THE PERMISSION OF THE CHAIR AND THE COMMITTEE  
 

There were no urgent matters brought forward. 
 
 

179.    COUNCILLOR COMMUNITY GRANTS SCHEME  
 

The purpose of the report, presented by the Chief Executive, was for Members to 
consider the equal distribution between all Ward Councillors of the 2020/21 
Councillor Grant underspend to be used in the year 2021/22. 

 
When discussing this matter and following comments made, the Chief Executive 

agreed for Members to receive monthly updates giving details of their outstanding 
grant monies, and to email final figures prior to the year end of the scheme. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Law, seconded by Councillor Bushby and -    
 

Resolved: 
 
That the 20/21 Councillor Grants underspend be distributed equally between all 36 

Ward Members for use (in line with the Councillor Grants scheme guidance) in the 
21/22 financial year. 

 
(Vote:  For – Unanimous) 
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180.    S106 GRANT FUNDING APPLICATION - AVON LANE PARK, WESTWARD 
HO!  
 

The Chief Executive presented the report, the purpose of which was for Members 

to consider an application for S106 Grant Funding from Northam Town Council in 
relation to replacement play facilities at Avon Lane Park, Westward Ho. 
 

Following a brief discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Bushby, seconded by 
Councillor James and - 

 
Resolved: 
 

That a Funding Agreement be entered into in order to release the amount of 
£34,549 to Northam Town Council 

 
(Vote:  For – Unanimous) 
 

 
Following the vote Councillor Christie asked if there was a current list of S106 

monies and whether it is available by Wards.  It had previously been agreed that 
Members are notified of planning applications involving a S106 Agreement within 
their Wards. 

 
Councillor James stated it is the intention of the Planning Manager to continue to 

keep Ward Members informed, and an up-to-date list will be available as and when 
S106 monies are agreed.    
 

 
181.    UPDATE - FUNDING REQUEST FROM THE PLOUGH  

 

The Finance Manager (S151 Officer) presented this item and updated Members on 
the latest financial position of The Plough Theatre, Torrington, following on from the 

decision made by Community & Resources Committee on 7 September 2020 to 
support them with a one off grant contribution of £25,000. 

 
It was proposed by Councillor Hodson, seconded by Councillor Bushby and - 
 

Resolved: 
 

That Torridge Officers continue to work with the Management of The Plough over 
the coming months in relation to the Business Plan, to ascertain the ongoing 
viability of The Plough in a post Covid-19 restriction world, with a view to bringing 

an updated report Community & Resources Committee for consideration. 
 

(Vote:  For – Unanimous) 
 

182.    MINUTES OF HARBOUR BOARD  
 

The Committee referred to Minute No. 86 – repair works to the pilot boat.  Following 

a telephone call received from a member of the public with information on the repair 
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costs which differed from that in the minutes, Councillor Bushby requested further 
information on the condition of the boat, details of the repairs and the costings 

involved.   
 

The Chief Executive reported that the Head of Communities & Place and the 
Operational Services Manager had visited the Shipyard last week to have 
discussions with those carrying out the repair works.   The costing figures for the 

repairs to be circulated to Members. 
 

The Committee asked that due to the age of the pilot boat, Officers look at 
replacement options.  The Chief Executive said at this time the boat is repairable, 
but he would ask the Head of Communities & Place to review options for a 

replacement.  He was mindful that over time costs and repairs do mount up and at 
times it is more economical to procure new.    

 
 

183.    EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC  
 

It was proposed.  seconded and –  

 
Resolved: 
 

That under Section 100(a)(4) of the Local Government Act (as amended) the public 
be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business because of the 

likely disclosure of exempt information by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1 and 
Paragraph 10 of Part 2 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 

(Vote:  For – Unanimous) 
 

 
184.    PART II (CLOSED SESSION)  

 
 

185.    LEVELLING UP FUND SCHEME UPDATE  
 

Prior to the presentation Councillor Christie declared a personal interest as a 
member of the Bideford Bridge Trust. 

 
 

The Property Manager gave a detailed and confidential update on the recent 
developments in the acquisition of land forming part of the Levelling Up Fund Bid 
with options and recommendations for the way forward with the scheme. 

 
Following a lengthy discussion and consideration by Members of the report and the 

progress of negotiations, Officers were instructed to continue to negotiate with the 
land owner. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Brenton, seconded by Councillor Bushby and - 
 

Resolved: 
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That support be given to the recommendation as set out in the report. 
 

(Vote:  For 9, Abstentions 2) 
 

186.    BIDEFORD BUSINESS PARK LAND ACQUISITION  
 

The Property Manager updated Members on progress with the acquisition of the 

land at Bideford Business Park and the opportunity to acquire additional land for 
future development on that site. 

 
A plan of the site was circulated at the meeting. 
 

Following discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Hicks, seconded by Councillor 
Bushby and - 

 
Resolved: 
 

That recommendations a) and b) as set out in the report be approved 
 

(Vote:  For – Unanimous) 
 
 

 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED) 

 
It was proposed, seconded and –  
 

Resolved:    That the press and public be readmitted. 
 

(Vote:  For – Unanimous) 
 

 

 
The meeting commenced at 10am and closed at 11.50am. 

 
 
Chair:  Date:  

 
 


	Minutes

